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than one Asiarch at the same time. The only natural
interpretation of Strabo's words is that there were several
at once; he tells us that some of the Asiarchs were always
(probably meaning commonly] taken from the city of
Tralles. St. Luke's remark that " some of the Asiarchs "
who were the friends of Paul advised him not to adventure
himself into the theatre at Ephesus leads to the same con-
clusion.39 Moreover it is certain that Ephesus at any rate
had sometimes an Asiarch of its own. We have already
seen that T. Fl. Cleitosthenes was ef Asiarch of the temples
in Ephesus/' An Ephesian inscription, carefully exa-
mined and verified by Mr. Waddington, calls T. Fl. Mana-
tius " town- clerk and Asiarch of the first and greatest
metropolis of Asia and city of the Ephesians, who were
twice appointed the Neocori (temple-wardens) of the
Emperors."40 In an inscription from Smyrna we have M.
* The conjecture of some learned men (e.g. H. Valesius cm
Euseb. Hist. Eccl. iv. 15) that those who had been. Asiarchs
once always bore the title, rests upon nothing at all, so far as I
can see, except on the supposed analogy of the Jewish high-
priest. The presence of several Asiarchs at Ephesus at the
same time strongly leads us to suspect that the games (koivo.
'Ao-tetc) were then being celebrated there. We know from coins
that the Commune Asise assembled at Ephesus, as well as at
Pergamus, Sardis, and Smyrna (Eckhel, iv. 428), and we have
Asiarchal coins of them all, Ephesus excepted. The argument
from the Acts of the Martyrdom of Polycarp, which Valesius
employs, is worthless : " Ubi Polycarpus dicitur passus esse sub
Philippo Asiarcha . . .; nam si plures erant Asiarchse, non unus
tantummodo nominari debuit." The words of the original are—•
€7ri &t\iinrov apx&pwQ> But Yalesius supposed the dpxi£pwe
rrjs *Affiae to be a synonym of Asiarch.
40 See Mr. Waddington's remarks in reply to Eckhel. I have
but little doubt (with all deference to Eckhel) that the inscription
on the reverse of the coins of the Panionian Assembly is to be
interpreted thus : that Fronto was Asiarch of the thirteen cities
of Ionia (of which Ephesue was tlie chief), and also high-priest
of the same thirteen cities. They are enumerated by Eckhel,
vol. ii. p. 507. The Asiarcli of Ephesus may have been Asiarch
of the other twelve cities also, but on this point it is necessary
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